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Division reports, past issues of A Lawyer’s View and other procurement documents are now available on our Internet Web
site. Point your web browser to http://www.ogc.doc.gov and follow the links to the Contract Law Division.

Quality Elevator Co. vs. DOC —GAO B-271899
In this recently-filed protest Quality, the incumbent, al-
leges that the Department improperly evaluated its pro-
posal resulting in its failed bid for a follow-on contract.
The contract is for maintenance of elevators in the Her-
bert Hoover Building. We are reviewing the evaluation
documents and the solicitation to ascertain whether
there is any merit to the claim. Cecilia Jones has the
case.
NOAA Construction - Boulder
Jeff Hughes took part in a phone conference with GSA
and Department personnel about the proposed construc-
tion (by GSA) of a building for NOAA in Boulder. CLD
later reviewed and commented upon a draft synopsis for
the building, but the procurement will not proceed with-
out a positive outcome to the Environmental Impact
Statement process currently being completed. 
EASC Issue
EASC personnel had asked for advice relating to a de-
fective autoclave steam generator. It appears that con-
tractor personnel, before the purchase of their system,
failed to inform us that we needed an optional part for

BPR Acquisition Process
Fred Kopatich and Lisa Obayashi attend-
ed an all-day team building training ses-
sion in preparation for the PTO/Census pi-
lot project kickoff, scheduled for early
May. (Lisa Obayashi and Fred Kopatich)
Procurement Leadership Conference
Jerry Walz, Mark Langstein and Lisa
Obayashi presented an overview of the
new procurement laws to the Depart-
ment’s Procurement Leadership Confer-
ence in Potomac, MD.
USTTA
Cecilia Jones participatied in meetings
with USTTA and Administration in order
to advise on contract-related matters
stemming from the recent abolishment of
USTTA. Several USTTA contracts will be
transferred to Trade Development. In ad-
dition, at least two contracts have been
closed-out requiring de-obligation of ap-
propriated and non-appropriated funds.
We have deferred the question of whether
these de-obligated funds may be trans-
ferred to Trade Development to the Gener-
al Law Division of AGC/Admin.
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proper operation of our system, but did furnish us tech-
nical brochures that indicated that we needed the op-
tional part. Because the Government failed to review
the brochure, the contractor never visited the site to
learn of our special needs that demanded use of the op-
tional part, Government personnel said they would still
have bought the system plus the optional part if they
had known of the need for it, and the Government’s po-
tential damages seemed minimal, no further action
seemed appropriate. Contracting personnel will attempt
to negotiate a change to obtain the part and installation
at contractor’s cost. Jeff Hughes is advising.
Construction Claims of Federal Builders, Inc.
The lessor-builder of the Duluth Weather Forecast Of-
fice has now submitted several certified claims to the
NOAA CO, as well as a claim for an increase in monthly
rent of $502 because the usable square footage available
to the Government exceeds that which was estimated to
result from building the office according to the Govern-
ment’s design. We believe that we have a strong defense
against most, if not all, of the claims, and will be assist-
ing the Contracting Officer in preparing a final decision.
Fred Kopatich has the matter
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